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would be made. In the year 1837, the first vigorous effort
was made by the inhabitants to procure an appropriation from
Congress ; Hon. Charles Durkee was deputed by the citizens to
proceed to Washington, for the purpose of interesting members
of Congress on this subject. Mr. Durkee succeeded in procur-
ing a special pre-emption bill to be passed through the Senate.
This bill granted the right to make a pre-emption to about a
section of land, within the present corporate limits of the city
of Kenosha; each settler being allowed to pre-empt two village
lots. These lots were, by the provisions of the bill, to be ap-
praised and sold, for a sum not less than the appraisal; the
proceeds to be applied to the building of a harbor. When the
news of the passage of this bill by the Senate came, intense ex-
citement pervaded the whole population; it was regarded as
settling the question beyond contingency, of the early completion
of the harbor. The bill required that each claimant, in order
to make a valid pre-emption, should have his lots enclosed with
a fence, within twenty days after the passage of the law. This
made it a very busy time for a few days; the work of fencing
lots progressed night and day; every where people were seen
running with rails, stakes, or, whatever material could be found,
wherewith to make an enclosure. Some valuable lots, on the
north side of the ereek, had for some time been in dispute, as
to title under the claim law. One morning the people were
greatly surprised to find these lots all eompletely enclosed— the
work having been done the preceding night. While the business
of fencing lots was earnestly progressing, news came from Wash-
ington of the defeat of the bill in the House of Representatives;
thereupon fencing operations suddenly stopped ; the people sat
down to rest, and to calculate their gains and losses.

The first preliminary survey to a harbor, was made by
Capt. Allen, of the United States Topographical Engineers,
in the summer of 1837, at the expense of the citizens of the
town. Capt. Allen estimated the cost of building a harbor




